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TRUMP AGAIN CHANGES IRAN PLAN

President pauses day-old effort for military
to escort ships through Strait of Hormuz

By Eric Schmitt, Greg Jaffe,
Leo Sands and Erica L. Green
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump, in a sudden rever-
sal, announced Tuesday evening
that the United States was pausing
“for ashort period of time” efforts to
help guide ships through the Strait

of Hormuz, which Iran has effec-
tively blocked to most commercial
ships for weeks.

The president’s announcement
came one day after the effort began.
He said in a social media post that
the change was “based on the
request of Pakistan and other coun-
tries,” as well as the “tremendous
military success” and “great prog-

ress” toward an agreement. Pakistan
has hosted ceasefire talks between
USS. and Iranian negotiators.

Trump said, however, that a
recently announced U.S. blockade
would “remain in full force and
effect” in the narrow waterway and
that the pause was “to see whether
or not the agreement can be final-
ized and signed.”

Earlier Tuesday, Trump and top
U.S. officials had said that a shaky
ceasefire with Iran was holding
despite new attacks by both sides

after the U.S. military launched an
effort to reopen the strait.

After the United States and Israel
began strikes in Iran on Feb, 28, Iran
claimed control of the vital oil ship-
pingroute off Iran’s southern coast,
through which about 20% of the
world’s oil and liquid natural gas
had passed. In April, the United
States announced its own blockade
of the strait. Trump threatened to
wipe out a “whole civilization” if
Iran did not open the strait. Then
the United States said it would

“guide” trapped vessels through
the strait.

Only two ships were known to
have passed through the waterway
on Monday. None appear to have
made the trip on Tuesday.

Earlier Tuesday, Defense Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth described the U.S.
operation to open the strait, which
began Monday, as defensive and
temporary.

“We're notlooking for afight,” he

See STRAIT on Page A6

HOOVES ON GROUND
HELP CUT FIRE RISK

Sheep graze in the Westridge Open Space area off Black Oak Drive in Petaiuma on April 28 With peak ﬂre season ahead, land managers are
increasingly turning to grazing operators to reduce fire risk. PHOTOS BY BETH SCHLANKER — THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Livestock in demand to scarf up fuel in yards, parks, fields

v irs
A

By Natalie Hanson
NATALIE.HANSON@
PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

he North Bay’s

seasonal transition

from hillsides cloaked

inemerald green grass
to the telltale tawny of the dry
season has been extended by
welcome spring rains. But not
forlong.

And that means peak fire
season is on its way.

Toreduce fire risk on much
of that vast open acreage, prop-
erty owners and land managers
in the region are increasingly
turning to contracted graz-
ing operators, whose herds of
sheep and goats munch down

the grass and underbrush that
can feed wildland blazes. The
hungry herbivores help reduce
invasive weeds and crop native
grasses, and are

COMING  alower-carbon

SUNDAY  alternative to

North Bay human-powered

experts mowing.

discuss fire The business,

conditions.  while not new,
has boomed

in the years following North-
ern California’s bout of cata-
strophic wildfires, including in
Sonoma County, where the 2017
firestorm, 2019 Kincade Fire
and 2020 Walbridge and Glass
fires combined to burn several

See GRAZERS on Page AS
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SONOMA COUNTY

Head of
watchdog
agency
leaving

John Alden taking new
role in law enforcement
oversight in Marin

By Marisa Endicott
and Emma Murphy
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

John Alden, director of the civil-
ian watchdog agency overseeing the
Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office, is
leaving his post to take on a new
law enforcement oversight role in
Marin County.

Alden, a former prosecutor and
longtime police
oversight practi-
tioner, was hired
to lead Sonoma
County’s Inde-
pendent Office
of Law Enforce-
ment Review
and Outreach, or
IOLERO, in 2022.
He shepherded the agency, estab-
lished in 2015, through a critical
period of growth in the wake of
Measure P, a 2020 ballot initiative
that expanded IOLERO’s funding
and investigative abilities, bestow-
ing subpoena power.

“He’s done a lot to advance the
efforts of law enforcement oversight
in our organization,” said Supervi-
sor Chris Coursey, the board’s vice
chair. “He’s an expert in his field and
he’s seenasaleaderinlaw enforce-
ment oversight on a national level
and with that Sonoma County has
become seen as anational leader of
oversight. It's asetback for oversight
in Sonoma County to see him walk
out the door.”

‘With his departure, the Board
of Supervisors will be responsible
for steering the agency through
a crucial moment as questions
surrounding Measure P’s full imple-
mentation continue to hang in the
balance.

Including Alden, the agency
operates with a full-time staff of 7.5
employees, the most it has had to

John Alden

See LEAVING on Page AS

GOP adds $1B to immigration bill for Trump ballroom

By Carl Hulse

Security committees on Monday released

room, whichisbeingct

1 dincourt, but

galain Washi

attended by

NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Senate ibli

plans for the roughly $70 billion package,
w]-nch would significantly bolster spending
ion and Customs

Trump hasinsisted thatamain reason forthe
project s to enhance security.
le the president ha: iously insisted

have inserted $1 bllhon for V\fhlte House East
Wingsecurity a
tion enforcement funding blll they hope to
rush through Congress this month, settingup
apolitical fight over aballroom that President
Donald Trump has said would be financed
with private money.

Theleaders of the Judiciary and Homeland

and Border Patrol through the end of Trump’s
term using a party-line legislative process that
canskirta filibuster.

Asurprise addition to the measure was the
$1billion proposed by the Judiciary Commit-
tee for security work related to Trump’s East
‘Wing renovation. The measure does not
mention the president’s proposed new ball-

that the renovation would be funded through
private donations, a spokesperson on Tues-
day said the White House applauded the
proposed security funding for a “long over-
due” project.

He and congressional Republicans have
escalated their efforts to defend the project
after the attempted assault late last month at

the president.

The bill says the public money would
be directed to “security adjustments and
upgrades, including within the perime-
ter fence of the White House compound to
support enhancements by the Secret Service
relating to the East Wing Modernization
Project, including above-ground and below-
ground security features.” It also bars any of

See BALLROOM on Page A5
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GRAZERS

farmers are not going to do

GRAZING AND FIRE

it for free,” Keiser said. “I PREVENTION
From Page 1 can’timagine thatanybody’s  Santa Rosaresidents can
going to graze on small review current grazing
hundred thousand acres, urban properties ... whenit’s management guidance on
overlapping in places. incredibly costly and there’s  the city’s Wildfire Ready page.
Ownership of that also arisk of theft.” For landowners interested
sprawling landscape is The city received in working with a contract
highly fragmented, compli- five applications for the grazer, resource conservation
cating management for program and has selecteda district officials advise being
wildfire purposes. But local grazer, accordingtoa  ready for scores of animals,
contract grazers and their spokesperson. with water availability, space
supporters say putting Given therisingdemand, ~for temporary fencing and
hooves on the ground in Keiser is working to an accessible spot to park
timely and strategic ways increase the number of atrailer for unloading and
can help curbriskinan era 5 i e —— i contract grazers in the loading livestock.
of destructive wildfires Sheep are herded west on East D Street in Petaluma as part of the Transhumance Festival ~ area. She hopesto create a For more information:
stoked by climate change. experience on April 11. KENT PORTER — THE PRESS DEMOCRAT mentorship programtohelp m Sonoma Resource
“The importance of graz- grazers grow their business. Conservation District,
ingin the North Bay cannot ~ alone. “The main purposeisto  based on the needs of each She pointed to other sonomarcd.org
be overstated,” Petaluma’s “It’s clear thatland- keep our grass trimmedto  site. “What works in one efforts to increase aware- m Gold Ridge Resource
public works director Drew  owners are increasingly reduce fire risk,” Laurent placeisnot guaranteedto  ness about the subject, Conservation District,
Halter and senior manage-  concerned about excess fuel = said. Keiser helped the workinanother,”shesaid.  including the recent Trans-  goldridgercd.org
ment analyst Delana ‘buildup, and many more households and others in SantaRosahasincreas-  humance Festivalshehelps ~ m LandSmart grazing
Bradford told The Press grazing businesses have the area get started, she said. ingly employed targeted organize. Last month, as program, sonomarcd.org/
Democrat. “Managed prop- emerged as a result,” Larson Keiser noted the cost grazingonarangeof prop-  theyhavein pastyears, live- ~ get-involved/landsmart-
erly, animals reduce fineand ~ said. “Because there’sa savings: “That’s why neigh-  erties it owns. In 2025, the stock tenders herded their  grazing-program
ladder fuelsinawaythatis  greatdemand, there’san bors come together, because  city used more than 1,000 animals through the middle ~ m Sonoma County
repeatable, low-emission, increase in supply and so ifyou try to pay someoneto  goats and sheep to tend of Petaluma as part of the Resilient Forests and
and aligned withland stew-  we’ve seen an increase in try to graze five acres, you about130acresof drygrass  event, featuring demonstra- Watersheds Initiative,
ardship goals. As wildfire people interested in the pay alot. This way, every- and weeds across eightcity  tionsonland hip onor ilient.org
riskcontinuestointensify ~ grazingbusiness.” body pays less” sites. Contractorsuse elec-  practices, soil and water- m City of Petaluma grazing
across the region, grazing is Still, she sees much Keiser works with tric fencing and other meth-  shed health. program, cityofpetaluma.org/
provingtobeacriticaltool  more room to expand those  two resource conserva- ods to keep the animals safe “I think we’re going grazing
— not just for vegetation efforts across public and tion districts, Sonomaand  while targetingareasthat  to have more and more
management, butforbuild-  privatelyownedlandinthe  Gold Ridge, that together are fire prone but otherwise ~ demand for grazersbecause  erty owners cutting their
ing more resilient ecosys- region. coordinate the coun- difficult to clear with equip-  it’s aviable option, espe- seasonal grasses pretty early
tems and more informed, Aboutahandfuloflocal  ty’s LandSmart Grazing mentdue to terrain or other ~ cially when gasolme prices  this year, thinking they were
prepared communities” contract grazers wereinthe program, a network that obstacles. are soaring;” Keiser sai going torollinto a dry April.
InSonoma County,about  business years ago,accord-  supports property owners, Paul Lowenthal, Santa “And it’s a nature-| based Now we're seeing more
300,000 acresaresuitable  ingto Sarah Keiser,agraz-  contractgrazers,land agen- RosaFire Department’s solution to vegetation slgmﬁcant rainfall .. which
for grazing, accordingtothe ingconsultant. Sheisaware ciesand community groups  division chieffire marshal, =~ managementonalandscape isgoingtoleadtoalotof
2024 Sonoma County Crop ~ ofaboutadozenoutfitsnow who can use livestock to noted the city’s fire abate- level. People are starting growth of fire fuels”
Report. actively workingin Sonoma  reduce fuelloads. ment tools also extend to torealize we can’t think of That means more respon-
Demand is rising for County. Petaluma s takingadvan-  control and pile burns. landscape managementas  sibility for landowners who
animals to graze thoseacres ~ The services can cost tage of the effort, employing ~ Santa Rosa earlier this oneand done —youhaveto haven'talready tackled their
and more — from park- $1,200t0 $2,000 per grazed ~ sheep and goats to grazeits  year put outa call to live- comebacktodoitmultiple  yard projects.
land to private yards —as acre, Keiser said. That’s parks and other open spaces  stock tenders seeking to times ayear.” “Once our season is
gauged by such platformsas ~ partly why she founded since 2023 in a program find any interested in graz- Lowenthal, the Santa declared locally and the fire
match.graze, said Stephanie a cooperative grazing designed by Two Rock Land 1ng onselect Santa Rosa Rosa fire marshal, said that  risks increase;” Lowenthal
Larson, thelocal livestock ~ program to help people dproperties isespecially trueafterlast  said, “property owners will
and range management work together to share Nonprofit groups, includ-  to tamp down weeds. month’s plentiful rains, with be required to maintain
farm advisor with the UC animals, or the cost ofa ing the Sonoma Land Trust, No compensation was an encore Monday. their seasonal grasses.”
Cooperative Extension. contract grazer,on multiple  also are turning to live- offered, however, and “We were obviously
That platform, which properties. stock to manage therange-  Keiser wasn’t hot on that pretty concerned thisyear  Staff Writer Natalie
pairs landowners with live- Petaluma-arearesi- and wildland they own or play, noting the costs and with how dry our local Hanson reports on business
stock operators,hasnearly ~ dent Bo Laurent is taking control. logistics involved in any season looked as we pushed  and agriculture for The
doubled its customers state- advantage of that option, Gina Fabiano, Sonoma such service. Insurance through March withlittleto  Press Democrat. She can be
wide between 2023 and sharing 12 sheep withthree  Land Trust’s marketing coverage was a prerequisite. norain and record break- reached at natalie.hanson@
2025, Larson said, with332  neighbors to manage their  director, said the group can “There’s no infrastruc- ingheat” Lowenthalsaid.  pressdemocrat.com or at
newusersaddedin2025  acreage. tailor grazing operations  ture nor available water, and “We saw a lot of prop- 619-665-5887.
B ALLROOM Construction nalism dinner last month, the president’s June 1 dead-
isunderway ~ some congressional Repub- lme but evidently chose to
From Page 1 atthe White  licans d that the ball- inthe case
House in room be paid for with $400 oftheWhlte House project.
the funding being spent on Washington  million in federal money, The Judiciary Committee
“non-security elements.” onApril23.  with private donations to measure would provide about
But Democrats pounced DOUGMILLS  be used for extras such as  $39billion and the homeland
on the proposal, signaling —NEWYORK china. Democrats quickly security measure another
that they intended to make TIMES made clear that they would  $32.5 billion for hiring, train-

the ballroom a centerpiece
of their opposition to the
measure and their elec-
tion-year message that the
presidentand his party were
not meeting voters’ needs.

“Republicans are on a
different planet than Amer-
ican families,” Sen. Chuck
Schumer, D-NY., the
minority leader, said in a post
onsocial media. “Republicans
looked at families drowning
inbills and decided what they
really needed was more raids
and a Trump ballroom.”

Top Democrats also noted
that consideration of the
bill would put all senators
on the record on a White
House construction project

that polls have shown to be
unpopular.

“Just flagging that now
everyone gets anup or down
vote on the ballroom,” Sen.
Brian Schatz, D-Hawaii, said
onsocial media.

Should the provision
survive and be enacted into
law, it could clear away legal
obstacles to construction of
the ballroom, which a federal
judge has ruled requires

congressional approval.

Republicans are advancing
thelegislation outside normal
congressional spending chan-
nels because Senate Demo-
crats had blocked money for
ICE and the border controlin
adispute over the tactics and
conduct of federal immigra-
tion officers. That fight shut
down parts of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security
for almost 80 days.

“The Senate Judiciary
Committee is taking action
to help provide certainty
for federal law enforcement
and safer streets for Amer-
ican families?” Sen. Chuck
Grassley, R-Towa, chair of the
Judiciary Committee, said in
astatement. “We will work to
ensure this critical funding
gets signed into law without
unnecessary delay”

After the attack at the jour-

not support that effort, leav-
ing the potential funding
uncertain.

On Tuesday, Davls Ingle,
the White He

ingand equipping new immi-
gration enforcement officers
and purchasingand employ-
mg newborder control tech-

1 artificial

son, cited the recentincident
in praising the security fund-
inginthebill.

“As President Trump has
repeatedly said, the White
House must be a safe and
secure complex that genera-
tions of future presidents and
visitors to the people’s house
can enjoy,” he said.

Republicans had pushed
for the bill to be kept free of
any proposals not directly
tied to the immigration crack-
down to make it easier to
push through rapidly to meet

mtelllgence The homeland
security secretary would
receive $5 billion in a flexi-
ble fund, and the legislation
includes $1.4 billion for the
Justice Department. None of
the spending would be offset
with cuts elsewhere.

Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ken-
tucky, who leads the Home-
land Security Committee,
has been resistant to surges
in new spending but said he
is backing the funding push
because of Democratic recal-
citrance.

LEAVING

From Page 1

date. This fiscal year, IOLE-
RO’sbudgetwas $2.5 million

in March with a ruling that
could have statewide impli-
cations. The Sheriff’s Office
is requesting a review of the
decision by the California
Supreme Court, accord.\ngto

—tied to the dated 1% of
the Sheriff’s Office spending.
Alden’s salary was $252,000.

Jim Duffy, a civilian over-
sight advocate and practi-
tioner who was part of early
efforts to establish IOLERO,
lamented the loss of the agen-
cy’s director. “We were so
lucky to have landed John
Alden,” he said, adding that
he was well-respected in
professional oversight circles
and praised for his diplomatic
approach to the job.

Duffy said he was not
surprised by the news,
however. “This was totally
foreseeable due to a lack of
support coming from the
Board of Supervisors,” he
said.

Alden did not respond to
an interview request Tues-
day.

The county is expected to

adepar

Oversight advocates have
criticized supervisors for
what they see as a lack of
vocal support for Alden and
implementation of Measure
P as voters intended. Super-
visors have praised work
between the two agencies
butstopped short of publicly
stepping into the escalating
dispute.

In recent weeks, Board
Chair Rebecca Hermosillo
has signaled she is work-
ing on potential updates to
Measure P, a move that has
the ballot initiative’s backers

°
E

ge.
Hermosillo, reached over
text message Tuesday, said
she was attending a tour at
an out-of-state conference
and was unavailable for an
interview.

Matt Brown, the county’s

torunthese offices”

After starting his career
as a deputy district attorney
in Marin County, Alden had
spent nearly two decades
working in law enforcement
oversight in San Francisco
and Oakland before coming
to Sonoma County.

Sonoma County Sher-
iff Eddie Engram said his
department’s significant
collaboration with Alden

The Deputy Sheriff’s Asso-
ciation did not respond to a
request for comment.

In Marin County, Alden
will take on the role of inspec-
tor general, created out of a
2024 ordinance tostrengthen
civilian oversight of its Sher-
iff’s Office.

“John has demonstrated
a clear commitment to
objective oversight, fair-
ness, thoughtful analysis,

d e "

had been
public attention on disputes
between the two agencies.
“I've always said despite
our differences in the legal
interpretations of Measure
P, I believe Director Alden
is the best IOLERO Direc-
tor we have had,” Engram

hadowed by an

engagement,” Marin County
Executive Derek Johnson
said ina Tuesday, May 5, news
release. “His leadership will
be essential in building the
Office of Inspector General
from the ground up and
enjsuringjit servesasatrusted,

saidina “As I've
said before, the focus has
been on the negative, but
N0 one reports on our posi-
tive interactions which far
exceed our negative interac-
tions. Ibelieve his efforts and
leadership at IOLERO has
helped increase the quality
ofourinternal affairs i investi-

appointan interim d;
lead the watchdog office unnl
apermanent replacement is
hired.

Inthe pastcouple of years,
IOLERO and the Sheriff’s
Office and its deputies have
increasingly clashed as the
watchdog sought to flex its
new investigative powers,
especially the pursuit of its
first independent investiga-
tions into in-custody deaths
or deputy shootings and
whistleblower complaints.

In 2024, IOLERO sued
over the Sheriff’s Office’s
refusal to respond to subpoe-
nasrelated toawhistleblower
inquiry. An appellate court
decided in IOLERO’s favor

fon’
confirmed Hermosillo was
attending a conference in
Maui, hosted by the National
Association of Counties.
Brown also shared a state-
ment on Hermosillo’s behalf.
‘John has served Sonoma
County well for almost four
years,” Hermosillo said.
“In his time, he has helped
strengthen and expand law
enforcement oversight in
Sonoma County. We wish
him the very best in the next
chapter of his career.”
Alden’s extensive experi-
ence will make him hard to
replace, Duffy said. “There
are a limited number of
highly qualified practitioners

gation: olicies,
and made the Sheriff’s Office
better. I wish Director Alden
success in his new position”
Engram and Alden have
both been quoted at length
in Press Democrat coverage
attesting to the the positive
work between their offices.
Nevertheless, the sher-
iff and the Deputy Sheriff’s
Association, alabor group for
patrol deputies, have accused
Alden of overstepping and
eroding trust with the depart-
ment. Last year, the DSA filed
a complaint with the State
Bar of California against
Aldenand re-upped arequest
for the county to investigate
TOLERO’s actions.

resource for the
community and the County.”

Alden emerged as a
top candidate following a
competitive nationwide

search, the statement said. He
is expected to start the week
of May 25.

Alden submitted his resig-
nation in Sonoma County on
April 29. The Board of Super-
visors will vote May 12 to
waive a 60-day resignation
notice requirement. His last
day is set for May 20.

Alden’s initial three-year
contract was extended in
September by another three
years, to 2028.

There are relatively few
oversight bodies for sher-
iff’s departments in Cali-
fornia, but more are in the
works as recent state laws
have attempted to ease some
of the challenges. As an early
example, IOLERO has served
asamodelandat

team to not only grow but
build on the foundation of
community trust in the over-
sight process,” said Kirstyne
Lange,amember of Commu-
nity for Law Enforcement
Accountability Now, a group
originally formed to spear-
head Measure P’s passage.
She also serves as president
for the NAACP’s Sonoma
County branch.

Lange said she hoped
decisions about IOLERO’s
future leadership and espe-
cially any proposed changes
to Measure P will be a trans-
parent process.

You can reach Senior

Reporter Marisa Endicott

at 707-521-5470 or marisa.
b d

“John brought a level of
professionalism and compe-
tence to his role that allowed
that department and that

Sonoma State Concert Band
Andy Collinsworth. Conductor

Maria Carrillo High School Wind Ensemble
Matthez Bringedahl, Condeutor,
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Morton Gout

David del Tredic
Robert Sheldon:
Duke Ellington: Caravan

American Salute
Acrostic Song
Longford Legend

Starry Ocean
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Henry Fillmore: Americans We
Alfred Reed: Amenian Dances
Aram Khatchaturi
Two Dances from Spartacus

Sousa: The Golden Star

music.sonoma.edu

com and Staff Writer
Emma Murphy at 707-521-
5228 or emma.murphy@
pressdemocrat.com.
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